CLEMENCEAU

Many of us thought an understanding with Germany very
desirable, and I freely admit your Emperor did a good deal to
engender this feeling. Then, although we had dismssed
Delcasse, the German press attacked us. It went so far as to
declare that you were to extort from us the milliards of francs
necessary to finance an Anglo-German war. ... I do not want
to have any war, and if we desire no war we necessarily wish
to be on good terms with our neighbours. If, also, our relations,
are unsatisfactory, we are anxious to improve them. Such is
iny frame of mind. Moreover, if I have a chance of doing so,
I shall be glad to act on these lines. Of course it is imperatively
necessary for us to be always strong and ready for all eventuali-
ties. That, however, does not mean that we want war : quite
the contrary. To wish for war would mean that we were mad.
We could not possibly carry on a war policy. If we did,
Parliament would soon turn us out, as it did Delcasse."

Nothing could be clearer than that. And what made the
pronouncement more important even than the strong but sober
language used was the fact that, after as before the Conference
of Algeciras, there was really a great disposition among certain
sections in France to come to terms with Germany, rather than
to strengthen the understanding with England. The expression
of this opinion could be frequently heard among the people.
It was fostered, even in the face of the German press campaign
against the Clemenceau Administration, by powerful financial
interests and by Clerical reactionary elements which were at
this time less hostile to Germany than to England.

Throughout, however, Clemenceau stood for the Entente with
the latter power as the only sound policy for his country. In
this respect he was at one with the old statement of Gambetta
that a breach of the alliance with England would be fatal to
France. For Clemenceau, therefore, who had more than once
in his career suffered so severely for his friendship for England,
to state that an understanding with Germany had been seriously
contemplated was a striking testimony to the immediate
tendency of the time at that juncture. Wither the whole of
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